
 

English - Week beginning: 28.09.20 

Teacher: Mrs. Morton/Mrs. Storey    Year 2 
 Main Teaching Activities 

Day Today we are learning 

to…  

Teaching Activities & Key Questions 

Mon 

 

 

  

Retell a narrative.  

 

Other classroom 

activities: make pine cone 

owls with cotton wool. 

1. Play ‘Owl Babies’ film by following the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo 

2. Explain to your child that they will be working towards retelling the story in writing. They need to be able to 

remember the order of events. Ask your child to tell you what happened in the story – replay the film if 

necessary. E.g. Once, there were 3 baby owls, Sarah, Percy and Bill, who lived in a tree with their mummy. One 

night, they woke up and their mother was gone. They began to think where their mother had gone etc. 

3. Encourage the use of sequencing vocabulary (time conjunctions) such as: ‘once, then, next’.  

4. Story map/draw the events on a flipchart/piece of paper to serve as a reminder. 

5. Explain that they will be acting out the story – this could be with toys or themselves! They will be wondering and 

waiting for their mother until she returns. Allow your child time to act out the story. Then, ask your child to 

think about how the owls felt at certain points in the story as they retell it.  

Challenge! 

Open ‘Owl Babies resources’ and support your child to read the sentences and stick/write them in the correct order. 

They could add their own pictures to go with some of the sentences.  

Complete the emotion graph together (resource 1b: Owl Babies resources) and decide how the owl babies were feeling 

at different points in the story.  

Tue Plan a narrative.  

 

Other classroom 

activities: label part of 

an owl (beak, eyes, wings, 

talons, feathers).  

1. Remind your child that they are working towards writing and retelling the story of ‘Owl Babies’. Your child will 

write about the owl babies and how their mother disappeared, how they thought up where she went and how 

worried they were she wouldn’t return. Play the film WITHOUT ANY SOUND by following the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo. Ask your child to tell the story by looking at the pictures. 

Allow your child time to retell the story to you while watching the animation. Encourage your child to think 

about the vocabulary used yesterday (time conjunctions). 

2. Show the children resource 2a by opening ‘Owl Babies resources’. This story planner will help them to plan their 

stories. Model how to fill in the different boxes using full sentences. Encourage your child to look at the 

sentences from yesterday. Throughout modelling ask your child about the details e.g. what were the owls 

called? Where did Sarah think her mum had gone? What did Bill keep saying? How did they feel? Introduction – 

Once, there were three baby owls. Their names were Sarah, Percy and Bill. They lived in a hole in a tree with 

their mother. The tree was filled with twigs, leaves and owl feathers. It was their home. Build –up – One night, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo


the babies woke up and realised their mother was missing! They thought about where she might have gone. 

Sarah thought she’d gone hunting. Percy thought she’d gone to get food. Bill wanted his mummy. Climax – After 

that, the owl babies began to worry. They left their hole in the tree. What if she didn’t come back at all? What 

if they were all alone? The forest began to grow scary. They all sat on the same branch. Resolution/ending – 

Finally, their mother returned, the babies were so relieved and happy.  

Challenge! 

Ask your child to complete their plan using the resource as a guide. Include time conjunctions and emotions.  

Read the plan through and make and necessary changes.  

Wed Describe a setting using 

noun phrases.  

 

Other classroom 

activities: investigate owl 

pellets (magnifying 

glasses, tweezers, 

sorting trays, post –its).  

1. Replay the film ‘Owl Babies’ using the following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo.  

2.  Remind your child of the overall objective – writing the story. Recap on the work already done. Show the 

children resource 3a by opening ‘Owl Babies resources’ Explain that they will be collecting adjectives and using 

their senses to describe the forest when mother owl is missing. Print the pictures on large paper and put them 

around the room to allow for pair/group work (if working from home, make the picture as big as possible on the 

screen). Remind your child that adjectives are describing words and recap the 5 senses – discuss how using all 

the senses is not always appropriate. Model how to fill in the boxes using adjectives and the senses. Then, ask 

your child to gather vocabulary. They should try and write as many ideas around the edge of the picture as 

possible (if at home, your child could use post it notes or scraps of paper). Encourage your child to think about 

how frightening it would be for the owl babies and the drama completed yesterday. 

3. Explain to your child that today they will be using the adjectives they collected to write sentences. They will be 

creating expanded noun phrases to describe their setting to the reader. Look at resource 3b by opening ‘Owl 

Babies resources’. Read through the example together. Discuss the uses of the senses to create descriptive 

sentences. Together look at an enlarged version of resource 3c in the same file. Discuss creating expanded noun 

phrases – what does this mean? How are they created? I.e. Expanded noun phrases contain a noun and 

adjective/s which describe it. Begin to model filling in the sheet to create noun phrases and use the senses to 

bring the setting to life. Model choosing the best vocabulary to describe the setting. Encourage your child to 

use their adjective gathering sheets throughout this activity.  

Challenge!  

Your child can create expanded noun phrases using their gathered vocabulary. Ensure they use their senses and select 

the best vocabulary.  

Support your child to read their favourite sentences out aloud.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo


Thu 

 
Write the beginning of a 

narrative. 

 

Other classroom 

activities: big roll of 

paper taped on table for 

children to draw and 

write what they have 

learned about owls this 

week. Laptops/books to 

gather further 

information.  

1. Replay the film ‘Owl Babies’ using the following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo.  

2. Open ‘Owl Babies resources’ and look at sheet 4a. Read the example out loud. Explain that this is an example of 

the introduction and build-up (the beginning of the story). Allow your child time to discuss their initial thoughts 

and feelings. Can they identify the time conjunctions used to move the story forward? Is the order of events 

correct? Can they point to a sentence that describes how the babies felt? What expanded noun phrases can 

they see? Have adjectives been used to describe anything else in this example? Explain to your child that the 

story is written in the 3rd person (explain this concept – use of ‘owl babies’ and pronouns they etc.) 

3. Show your child resource 4b from the same document. Discuss using these prompts to write the beginning of 

the story. Encourage your child to look back on the work completed earlier in the week – their ordered 

sentences and story planners. Remind the children about the drama they completed and the thoughts and 

feelings of the owl babies.  

Challenge! 

Using the prompts from resource 4b, your child can write the introduction to the story. Encourage them to use a range 

of time conjunctions to sequence their narrative and include character thoughts and feelings.  

Support your child to read the beginning of their story out aloud. Use the opportunity to provide verbal feedback to 

them. Have they included time conjunctions appropriately? Have they included any noun phrases? 

Fri 

 
NO ENGLISH LEARNING ON FRIDAY. PLEASE COMPLETE COMPUTING, P.E. AND SCIENCE LEARNING.  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPQRiSTYFHo

