
 

 

English: Week beginning: 21.09.20                   ‘Floodland’ by Marcus Sedgwick 

Teacher: Mrs Scott    Class 4 

 

 We are learning 

to: 

 Activity 

Mon 

(1) 

Respond to a 

text. 

 

 1. Open the document titled ‘Wood Engraving’. Allow time for your child to explore the picture. 

2. Ask your child to respond to what they can see. Why does the novel open with this picture? What do you think it portrays? 

What does it suggest about the story? What do you see in the picture?  

3. After your child to have explored the picture, read aloud the title of this section, ‘before’ which accompanies the picture. 

What does this suggest? 

4. Read the first paragraph up until ‘now she had no choice’ and ask the children to respond to the four questions present in the 

‘Tell me’ grid.  

What do you like? What did you not like? What puzzles you? Were there any patterns? 

5.  Record children’s responses on the grid and display. 

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

Tue 

(2) 

Describe a 

character’s 

personality using 

adjectives. 

 1. Read the opening of the novel (follow link if working at home): https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland/ until ‘without even 

looking where she was going’ on page 7.  

2. Refer back to the grid and repeat the questions - any new responses, mark down in a different colour. 

3. Reflect on what they now know: Zoe, lost parents, Norwich, boat, need to escape etc. What does this suggest? 

4. Discuss the author’s choice of language e.g. slipping clumsily, her panic, lands awkwardly, sprawling in the mud. What does it 

suggest? 

5. Draw around a child and pin the template to the Working Wall (if children are class based). Provide children with post-it notes 

(scrap paper will suffice if working from home). Ask the children to write down words to describe Zoe. Consider how the 

reader perceives her. 

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

Wed 

(3) 

Make inferences 

based on what 

we know.  

 1. Read chapter 2 (follow link if working at home): https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland/  

2. Ask your child if they are familiar with Norwich. Do they know where Norwich is? 

3. Look at a map of England and point out Norwich. Where is it? What is it near? Why do they think Norwich was chosen as a 

setting?  

4. Consider the novel so far and ask the children if they think the book is set in the near future/distant future. What clues tell 

them that? Why is the context significant? What thought provoking questions, does the idea of Norwich submersed in water 

make the children feel? 

5. Annotate a map of England with children’s individual thoughts and responses to the questions.  

6. Ask your child to make inferences and predictions as to what they think may happen in the novel.  

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland/
https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland/


Thu 

(4) 

Visualise 

characters and a 

setting based on 

what we know. 

 1. Re-read the section of chapter 2 ‘Far away on the horizon…floating on the sea.’ 

2. Ask your child to sketch what they imagine the scene would look like whilst I read. Share the children’s illustrations and 

compare. 

3. Reveal the wood engraving, which prefaces the next section of the novel entitled, ‘then’. Discuss-are they similar or different 

to children’s sketches? 

4. Make predictions as to what they think will happen next when Zoe arrives on land. Who/what, will she see? Do you think she 

will find her parents there? 

5. Read aloud chapter 1.  

6. Discuss characters in the novel so far. Provide your child with templates of the children and ask them to make illustrations of 

Spat, Dooby, Munchkin and William for the class Working Wall. Annotate personalities with post-it notes/scrap paper.  

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes  

Fri 

(5) 

Hot seat a 

character 

 1. Read aloud chapter 2.  

2. Ask children in pairs to think of questions that they would like to ask Zoe if they could speak to her. Generate five questions 

and discuss closed/open questions. Model the difference. 

3. Choose a child to play the part of Zoe. Allow children to ask Zoe questions. 

4. Take notes of the questions and answers.  

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

 

 

  


