
 

English - Week beginning: 12.10.20 

Teacher: Mrs. Morton/Mrs. Storey    Year 2 
 Main Teaching Activities 

Day Today we are learning 

to…  

Teaching Activities & Key Questions 

Mon 

 

 

  

Write facts about 

skeletons.  

 

 

Other classroom 

activities: children will 

make skeletons on black 

paper using different 

pasta shapes (photo for 

books).  

Ensure ‘skeleton fish’ is 

in bowl with care guide 

from Big and Little 

skeleton. Children must 

change water once a day, 

scoop fish ‘poo’ out and 

feed once a day.  

Show your child the front cover of ‘The Pet Shop’ from Funnybones collection (see image below if at home).  

 
Ask your child what they think the book will be about and what clues there are about the two skeletons on the front 

cover. What kind of characters do they think they will be? Why?  

Ask your child what they already know about skeletons. 

Watch the following information clip by clicking the link below to find out more facts about skeletons.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zmptsbk While watching the clip, encourage your child to jot/sketch down 

interesting facts they hear. Model writing a fact into a sentence from the clip e.g. A skeleton has over two hundred 

bones.  

Challenge! 

Ask your child to write interesting facts about skeletons. Have the following topic words written out: skeleton, brain, 

bones, ribs, skull, and encourage them to write a fact about each one e.g. The skull protects the brain.  

Share the following song and ask your child to point to the correct bones when mentioned!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYb8Wm6-QfA 

 

Tue Show how a character is 

feeling.  

 

Read ‘The Pet Shop’ pages 1-3 up to ‘howls the dog’. If you have not got a copy of the book, click on the link below and play until 1 

minute 44 seconds. In class, play talking box for skeleton dog.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYvtvhnJ0EU 

Ask your child what the skeletons are planning to do with their pet dog. Why do they want to swap the dog? What does your child 

think of the skeletons? Is it fair to do this?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zmptsbk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYb8Wm6-QfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYvtvhnJ0EU


Other classroom 

activities: children will 

make split pin models.  

Between you and your child, ‘role play’ being one of the skeletons and the dog and discuss how you are feeling and why, e.g. ‘I can’t 

stand that dog barking any longer.’ 

Open ‘skeleton speech bubbles’ and choose a character. Discuss that the speech bubbles show what the characters are saying out 

aloud. Model writing a sentence with a capital letter, finger spaces and a full stop with one of the characters.  

Challenge! 

Children will choose a character of their choice and write a sentence to show how they are feeling. If confident, encourage your 

child to write a sentence for all three characters!  

Ask your child to read the speech bubbles back to you out aloud acting out how the characters would say it. Can they do their 

mannerisms too?  

Wed Use imperative verbs 

(bossy verbs).  

 

Other classroom 

activities: simple board 

games with instruction to 

follow.  

Read ‘The Pet Shop’ from beginning to page 6 up to ‘for a goldfish’. If you have not got a copy of the book, click on the link below 

and play until 1 minute 56 seconds.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYvtvhnJ0EU 

Play ‘Mr. Skeleton pet shop’ animation to your child. He will ask your child to write instructions for Little and Big skeleton to follow 

to look after the goldfish while he is away on holiday.  

Remind your child they have been looking after the skeleton goldfish all week and to list what they had to do: Change water, scoop 

poo out, feed once a day, talk to it, make sure it has toys to play with. Draw the fish and pictures with labels around it to show 

what care it needs. Model writing one into a sentence e.g. 1. Change the water every day. 2. Use the net to scoop poo out. Etc.  

Challenge!  

Open ‘goldfish instructions’. Depending on how confident your child is at reading, will depend on the level of support needed. Ask 

your child to read the sentence and decide which imperative verb (bossy verb) could fit at the beginning so it makes sense e.g. 

clean, scoop, feed.  

Thu 

 

Use kind words in a 

sentence.  

 

 

 

Read ‘The Pet Shop’ from beginning to page 10. If you have not got a copy of the book, click on the link below and play until 3 

minutes exactly. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYvtvhnJ0EU 

Ask your child what they think of the parrot and its manners (they will be appalled!) and how it has made the skeletons feel.  

Tell your child that the parrot obviously needs help with its manners and that they are going to help it today. Tell your child 

something that they are good at e.g. You are polite. Ask them how that makes them feel. Ask your child to think of something nice 

about a friend or a loved one e.g. They share their toys.  

Tell your child we are going to write some short sentences about kind things the parrot could say instead and post them to the 

parrot to practise 

Challenge!  

Open ‘parrot manners’. Ask your child to choose a word and read it. Encourage them to write it into the following sentence: You are 

(add word your child has chosen). Repeat at least three times writing the chosen word with the same sentence start. If your child 

thinks of a different word that is not on the list, encourage them to sound it out using their phonic knowledge and write it. In 

class, children will add kind sentences to the parrot envelope ready to be posted to him.  
Ask your child to read their sentences back to you.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYvtvhnJ0EU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYvtvhnJ0EU


Fri 

 
NO ENGLISH LEARNING ON FRIDAY. PLEASE COMPLETE COMPUTING, P.E AND SCIENCE LEARNING.  

 
 


