
Headteacher: Alison Johnson 
Deputy Headteacher: Melissa Morton 
Tel: 01388 762380 
Fax 01388 768675 
email: peaseswest@durhamlearning.net 
www.peaseswest.durham.sch.uk 

29th September 2015 

Peases West Primary School 
Billy Row 
Crook 
County Durham 
DL15 9SZ 

At Peases West Primary School we continue to be extremely appreciative of our 
supportive and friendly parent body who support a peaceful and safe school 
environment. As a partnership we know you share and understand the 
importance of a good working relationship to ensure the best outcomes for your 
children. For these reasons we continue to welcome and encourage parents/
carers to participate fully in the life of our school. 

Unfortunately, recently we have had several reports of comments relating to 
the school on social networking sites. Thankfully incidents such as these are 
rare in our school, yet increasingly social media websites are being used to fuel 
campaigns against schools across the country. 

As a school we have been advised that should any parent/carer of a child/ren 
being educated in a Durham school found to be posting libellous or inflammatory 
comments about pupils or any member of staff working with pupils, on social 
network sites, they will be reported to the appropriate 'report abuse' section 
of the network site.  All social network sites have clear rules about the content 
which can be posted on the site and they provide robust mechanisms to report 
contact or activity which breaches this. If the comments are particularly 
abusive, and damage the reputation of the school or an individual person, then 
schools have been advised to involve the police in the matter, as this becomes a 
libel case. 
  
We trust that parents and carers will assist Peases West Primary school in 
ensuring the safety, security and wellbeing of all of our pupils, and we thank you 
all for your continuing support of the school. 
  



After the success of ‘The Big Pedal’ last year, we are excited to be joining 
‘Mega  Motion’ in 2015-2016! Your child will have brought home an  

information letter and competition entry form. Mega Motion will start on 
Friday 9th October, and we hope to see as many children   become ‘Mega 

Heroes’ as possible, by walking, cycling or scooting to  school!  
 

On ‘Mega Fridays’ families are encouraged to leave the car behind one day a 
week, in favour of walking, cycling, scooting or ‘parking and striding’ to get to school. Watch 

this space for more ‘Mega Motion’ news! 

We  were  delighted to be nominated for a ‘Durham Dales Primary School Contribution to PE and 
Sport’ award recently. Mrs Johnson and Mrs Morton attended the celebration event at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall. To have the work we do both in and out of school, recognised in such a way is 
a fantastic achievement! Well done to everyone involved in making Peases West Primary an active 
school!  

Table Tennis  
 

Thank you to Matt and Tom from Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis Club, who joined us in school recently to give  
children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 a table tennis                  
demonstration. Lucy made a great umpire! Matt is leading 
an Out of School Hours Learning session on a Friday. 

‘Inspire’ 
 

It was an honour to be selected by Durham Sports and Leisure Services to be involved in the 
’Inspire’ project. This will involve all children benefitting from a range of activities, including 
visits from Olympic swimmer, Chris Cook (Sports star for the Youth Sports Trust) who will 

work with children on raising aspirations and promoting resilience.  

Coach -  
Dan Newell 

Dan returns to 
school this year to 

work alongside 
staff and children 
in Years 3 and 4 on 

Tag Rugby. 

 As a result of our commitment to PE and Sport in  
Curriculum time, we  were thrilled to be awarded the Silver  

Quality Mark from Youth Sport Trust.  
 

We also received Gold Award recognition from Sainsbury's 
school games, for increased participation in out 

of school hours learning sessions, and our  
Level 1, 2 and 3 competitions. 

 
This is credit to the children, families and staff 

at Peases West Primary School. Thank you! 



MacMillan Coffee Afternoon  
 

Thank you for your support with our Coffee afternoon. Together, 
we raised a magnificent £119.87.  
 

It was also a great opportunity to share how children learn to Read and Spell with you. 

Barnardo's recently visited school to launch their        
’egg-citing’ fundraising challenge. All money raised 

through the ‘egg challenge’ can be handed in this week. 
Decorated eggs can be handed in to school to be judged, 
and will be returned once prizes are awarded. Thank you 

for your support with this fundraiser! 

The NSPCC Schools Service has recently visited all children in years 5 & 6 to provide them 
with key messages about keeping safe.  It can be beneficial for these messages to be               
reinforced at home. The NSPCC has developed some guides for all parents of primary school 
aged children  to speak to your child about keeping safe – called the Underwear rule. 

You can find guides to the Underwear Rule to help you have simple conversations about            
keeping safe from abuse at www.nspcc.org.uk/underwear. 

You can speak to an advisor for further advice or request a hard-copy guide for parents and 
carers by phoning the NSPCC Helpline on 0808 800 5000. You can also visit 
www.nspcc.org.uk/parents for other advice on keeping your child safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

Flora and Tesco have been working together to give UK Primary schools the chance to get their 
hands on Samsung Galaxy Tab 7.0” touch screen tablets. By simply collecting tokens from special 
tubs of Flora you can open up a world of possibilities! 50 tokens = 1 tablet!  Tokens can be handed 

into school. The closing date is 17th December 2015. 



 

 
Chris, Claire and ‘Scoop’  from Durham County’s  
Civic Pride Team visited school to lead an assembly 
covering all areas of responsible dog ownership. 
Children in school are keen to encourage and           
promote the disposing of waste correctly, and will 
be working on a project in school this term. 

A Message from the Civic Pride Team:  
“Thank you to the staff and children of Peases West Primary 
School, Billy Row for welcoming the Civic Pride team and 
Scoop for their responsible dog ownership assembly             
yesterday. As part of the Green Dogs Walkers campaign in 
the area, pupils heard about the importance of picking up                  
after their pet, disposing of the waste correctly and keeping 
their dogs safe. They also learned about the health risks  
associated with dog fouling which can cause blindness. 
Unfortunately upon leaving the school, some kind resident had 
left a little present for the pupils to dodge…” 

Thank you to Ian Haigh from ‘All Clear Pest Control’ who visited school this week to meet with 
Alannah, Kate, Rebecca and Chloe about the wasps’ nest in the courtyard.  Thankfully, there 

were no wasps left in the nest, and we were able to safely remove it. Class 2 are looking          
forward to further exploring the wasps’ nest as part of their learning related to habitats.  



Miss Golightly from High Force SCITT (School Centred Initial Teacher Training) joins us in 
school this term on placement. Miss Golightly will spend time in classes across school as part 

of her placement here. We know you will join us in making her feel welcome! 

‘Man on the Moon’ Performance 
21st October 2015  

 
Class 1 and Class 2 will visit Crook Library for a performance of ‘Man on 

the Moon’. Could Parents please ensure return slips are handed into 
school. Thank you! 

 
The PTA Annual General Meeting will be held in school on Wednesday 7th October at 9am. We 

hope to see  you there! 

Data Collection sheets. 
Could all data collection sheets be returned to the school office no later 

than Friday 2nd October. Thank you. 

Road Safety Posters 
 

Congratulations to Jessica W, James C, Kate D, Lexy A, Caitlin H, Rebecca B, Ellie B, Libby T, 
Phoebe L, Rachel K and Samantha H who were winners in the Road Safety design posters! Each 

child received a teddy bear as a prize. 

Friday 23rd October 2015 

We are joining the ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ (SRtRC) campaign in encouraging children and          
families to wear red to commemorate a day of action across England, Scotland and Wales. It is  
hoped that on Friday 23rd October, young people and adults alike will arrive at school or work in 
red (or non uniform)  to demonstrate their stance against racism and to raise funds to support the 
delivery of anti-racism education. We ask for donations of £1 to SRtRC  which will go directly           
towards increasing the volume of anti-racism educational interventions delivered to young people in 
schools. SRtRC hope you will join us in promoting a strong anti-racism message and celebrating          
unity, togetherness and solidarity. 



 
 

 

Praise, Positives & Progress 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Things to develop 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
Suggestions for improvement 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Thank you. 
Name: ………………………………………………………………….. (optional) Date:………………………………………….. 

 
We value and welcome your comments on all aspects of school life. These can be 
shared by completing and returning the slip below. Thank you! 

 
 

Dates for your yearly planner: 
 

‘Learn to ride’ (Marcus Watson) - Wednesday 7th October  
Class 4 visit to Low Barns - Wednesday 14th October  

PTA Halloween Disco - Tuesday 20th October from 5:30pm - 7pm 
Harvest Service at St Thomas’ Church, Stanley Crook - Thursday 22nd October at 2pm 

Class 3 and 4 Cinema visit - Friday 6th November  
Class 3 visit to the Centre for Life -  Monday 9th November  

 Marcus Watson - Bike confidence training - Thursday 12th November  
Year 5 and 6 - ‘Bikeability’ training  - Friday 13th, 20th, 27th November; 4th December 

Year 5 and 6 Christmas Bike ride - Monday 7th December  
Christmas Carol Service at St Thomas’ Church - Thursday 10th December at 2pm  

 
More information relating to each event will be sent home nearer the time. 


