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Governing Body  
 

We would like to thank Carl Knotts, who after 8 years on the governing body, and 5 years as 
Chair of Governors, has stepped down from the role. Carl has been a highly effective chair of 
governors, instrumental in challenging and supporting school development and always making 
decisions based on the best outcomes for children and families. His leadership has impacted 
positively on Peases West Primary School and we know that school will continue to thrive as a 
result of the significant contribution Carl has made. 
 
Gillian Clare has been elected as Chair of Governors and we are no doubt whatsoever that 
Gillian will continue to build on the school’s many successes and ensure the highest standard 
of provision for your children. 
 
 
Governing Body Vacancies:  
Should you be interested in joining our welcoming governing body, we currently have two 
Parent vacancies. Please contact Mrs Johnson if you are interested in being a school governor 
no later than Friday 13th November.  

Staffing update 
 

It is with mixed emotions that we inform you that following promotion to Phase Leader for 
Teaching and Learning at Pelton Community Primary School, Mrs Rafferty will be leaving us at 

the end of Autumn Term. Mrs Rafferty has contributed a great deal to the children and 
families in school during her time here, and she will be very much missed! We know that you 

will join us in thanking Mrs Rafferty, and wishing her every success for the future. 
We will notify you of staffing arrangements for Class 4 as soon as possible.  



Congratulations to Caitlin in Year 6! Her ‘BFG’ design won the mega motion 
competition and this means school has won a themed walk to school! The 
themed walk will take place on December 11th. Further information to  

follow. 
 

On our ‘Mega Fridays’ families are encouraged to leave the car behind one 
day a week, in favour of walking, cycling, scooting or ‘parking and striding’ to 

get to school.  

A group of representatives from school attended the Mega Motion Launch event at Auckland  
Castle, enjoying a range of activities, including a castle tour, archery, outdoor games and  
storytelling - not to mention a delicious buffet lunch! 

Chris Cook visit 
 

Former Olympian and Commonwealth Gold Medal swimming champion visited school last term to 
launch our ’Inspire’ project in school. The day began with a whole school assembly, followed by 

Class workshops focusing on motivation, determination and resilience. 
 

We look forward to welcoming Chris back in Spring Term!  



PTA Halloween Disco  
 

Our Halloween disco was a resounding success, with many children in school  
enjoying an evening of spooky fun and games! We are indebted to our PTA  

volunteers who organise the event, as without them, it would not be possible to 
hold such an event.  

Christmas Fair - Friday 4th December, 2pm - 4.00pm 
 

Preparations are already underway for our Christmas Fair! There will be many favourites 
such as a tombola, cake stall, prize hamper. We welcome all donations - these can be handed 

in to school. Thank you! 

Thank you for your support with the recent Barnardo’s  
fundraiser! Together, we raised a fantastic £181.20!  

Congratulation to Alex who won the teddy bear prize for 
his decorated egg. 



‘Man on the Moon’ 
 

Classes 1 and 2  had a 
wonderful time at Crook 

library enjoying a  
performance of ‘Man on 
the Moon’. It was great 

to have so many Parents/
Carers and family  

members join us too! 

 
Entry and Exit to school 

 
As we are sure you appreciate, the entry and exit to school is a very busy and important 
time, where areas around entrance doors can become very congested, making it difficult 
for staff to see children/adults and ensure that children have joined their class safely. It 
is  essential that staff know where your child is, and who they are being picked up by at 
the end of the school day. For this reason, we politely request that on a morning, the area 
around the cloakroom entrance door and the areas directly outside Class 1 and Nursery 
doors are kept clear so that children can enter school with ease and staff are able to see 
children clearly. Similarly, at the end of the school day, we ask that areas around               
classroom doors are kept clear so that staff can hand over children safely to adults who 
are collecting them. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation and support. 

Wellington boots 
Now that Autumn is here and the weather conditions have changed, we ask that  

children stay off the grassy areas as they are slippy and unsafe. Please ensure that 
your child  brings a change of footwear (not slippers) if they are coming to school in 

wellington boots. Boots should be named and a carrier bag brought in to hang them up. 
Thank you. 



Thank you for supporting the ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ (SRtRC) 
campaign commemorate a day of action across England, Scotland 

and Wales. On Friday 23rd October, children demonstrated their 
stance against racism and raised funds to support the delivery of 

anti-racism education.  

Harvest Celebrations 
 

We welcomed our friends from West Lodge Residential Care home to join us to share our  
delicious Harvest soup, which we prepared using the vegetables we had grown at Roddymoor  

Community Allotments! It was fantastic to see so many of you join us for our Harvest Service at 
St Thomas’ Church! 

 
 

Class 4 enjoyed a day comparing Habitats at Low 
Barns and East Hedleyhope.  





Become a Fundraising Hero 
Friday 13th November 

 
We are holding a non uniform/pyjama day on Friday 13th 

November, where children can come to school in non uniform/pyjamas for a donation to  
Children in Need. We will also have our large Pudsey in the school entrance from Monday 9th 

November, ready to fill with loose change throughout the week! 

‘Family’ group assembly - Friday 13th November at 2pm 
 

Over the last half term, children from Years 1 to 6 have been working together in their   
family groups to identify areas where they feel safe and unsafe in school and the community, 

and exploring what can be done to make them safer. Children would like to share their  
finding with you in an assembly on Friday 13th November at 2pm. Here, representatives from 

each Family group will make a short presentation on their identified area. We hope to see 
you there to support the children’s learning and help us to keep our school community safe. 

 
One of our activities involved children sharing their ‘worries’ about the new school year. Our 

worries have been discussed and have informed our assembly presentations. We have also 
placed our ‘worries’ in ‘time capsule’ piñatas which we will open in Summer term as part of our 
‘Moving up’ transition days. We would really like you to share your ‘new school year’ anxieties 

and worries as parents, as this will help us to strengthen our transition and induction  
procedures. Any comments would be gratefully received and can be completed on the ‘Have 

your say’ section of this newsletter. These can be handed into school or posted in the 
‘Rainbow’ suggestion box in the entrance.  

Thank you to ‘Chainsaw  
Charlie’ who visited school to 

work with children on  
enhancing our outdoor  

environment. You may have 
noticed our new additions in 

the school grounds! 



 

Christmas Lunch - Tuesday 8th December 
 

We would like to invite family members to join us in school for a Christmas lunch on            
Tuesday 8th December.  The cost of an adult meal is £2.34 and a child’s meal is £1.95 
(Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to free school meals).  

 
Could you please complete, detach and return the slip below to school, indicating how many 
additional family members will be joining us (maximum of two per family), and if any guests 
would prefer the vegetarian option of a Festive Vegetable Crown. Children who are already 
on school dinners will receive a school Christmas lunch. If your child is currently on packed 
lunches and would like a school Christmas lunch on the day, could you also indicate this on 
the slip below. 
 

Please note - We will need numbers and payment of accompanying guests 
by Friday 13th NOVEMBER as food orders will be made on this date. 
Please ensure the slip below is returned with the payment in a money 

bag/envelope/purse. Thank you. 
 

Details of timings and arrangements will be with you once we have confirmed numbers.  
We do hope you can join us!  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH RETURN SLIP - RETURN BY 13th NOVEMBER 2015 
 
Child’s name:…………………………………………………………………. Class:……………….. 
 
My child is on packed lunch but would like a school Christmas lunch on 8th  
December. Yes/No (Please circle) 
 
I would like ………………………… additional adult lunch/es  
I would like ………………………….additional children’s lunch/es. 
 
Please indicate below if you would prefer any of your lunches to be the 
vegetarian option (Vegetable Crown): 
 
 
 
I enclose payment of ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
(cheques payable to Durham County Council) 
 
 
Signed…………………………………………………………………………….. (parent/carer) 



 
 

 

Praise, Positives & Progress 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Things to develop 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
Suggestions for improvement 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Thank you. 
Name: ………………………………………………………………….. (optional) Date:………………………………………….. 

 
We value and welcome your comments on all aspects of school life. These can be 
shared by completing and returning the slip below. Thank you! 

 
 

Dates for your yearly planner: 
 
  

Class 3 and 4 Cinema visit - Friday 6th November  
Class 3 visit to the Centre for Life -  Monday 9th November  

 Marcus Watson - Bike confidence training - Thursday 12th November  
Year 5 and 6 - ‘Bikeability’ training  - Friday 13th, 20th, 27th November; 4th December 

Year 5 and 6 Christmas Bike ride - Monday 7th December  
Christmas Carol Service at St Thomas’ Church - Thursday 10th December at 2pm  

 
New dates for your planner! 

  RESCHEDULED ‘Learn to Ride’ session with Marcus Watson - Thursday 26th November 
Christmas Fair - Friday 4th December  

Rotary Club Carol Service - Tuesday 1st December  
Class 4 ice skating/crafts at Auckland Castle - Thursday 17th December  

Summer Fair - Friday 15th July  
 

More information relating to each event will be sent home nearer the time. 


