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Welcome back! 
Welcome back to the new school year! We hope you have all enjoyed the Summer break. We 
are delighted with the way the children have returned to school with their positive attitudes 
and readiness to learn! They look so smart in their uniforms! A very special welcome to Kacey-
Leigh, Destiny, Alex, Aimee, Leo, Mercedes, Thomas,  Savannah, Ava, Faythe, Thomas, Kale, 
Billy, Luke and Elisha, our new Reception children. They have settled so well into school life! 
We also welcome Sophie to Class 3 - thank you boys and girls in Class 3 for being such 
superstars and supporting Sophie during her first week! We will also be welcoming Nursery 
children over the next few weeks. We are looking forward to yet another exciting and 
successful year at Peases West Primary School. 

Termly Information Meetings 
 

We would like to invite Parents to a short meeting held by class teachers to share information 
about your child’s learning this term. Areas covered at the meetings include: 
 
 Further detail about the term’s work and class targets 
 Details about any topics, events, visits, visitors etc 
 Reminders about practical issues e.g. PE, swimming, clothing, illness procedures 
 Tips and suggestions of practical things families can do at home to support learning 
 Information on teaching approaches, routines and classroom organisation 
 Details of work and activities led by other adults working in the classroom 
 
There will also be opportunity for you to ask general questions at these meetings. Meeting dates 
and times are as follows: 
 

Monday 14th September: 3.15pm - 3.30pm Class 1 (Reception - Miss Hall) 
Tuesday 15th September: 3.15pm - 3.30pm Class 4 (Years 5 and 6 - Mrs Rafferty)  
Wednesday 16th September: 9:10am - 9:30am Nursery (Mrs Nodding/Mrs Weatherall)  
Thursday 17th September: 3.15pm - 3.30pm Class 2 (Years 1 and 2 - Mrs Morton) 
 
Monday 21st September: 3.15pm-3.30pm Class 3 (Years 3 and 4 - Mrs Davis and Mrs Wellstood) 
We hope to see you there! 



Drainage works 
 

Over the Summer break, works were carried out to repair the drainage damage at the front of 
the school. Thank you to Cllr John Hart for supporting school in securing funds towards this 

work. 

Staffing update 
 

Miss Blewitt welcomed a daughter, Nahla, in the Summer. We know you will join us in 
congratulating Miss Bewitt and her family! We look forward to welcoming Miss Blewitt back 
following her maternity leave.  Mrs Davis is covering Miss Blewitt’s maternity leave, working 

alongside Mrs Wellstood in Class 3. 

Year 6 taster Day at Wolsingham School and Community College 
Wednesday 23rd September 
Further information to follow. 

Information relating to Out of School Hours Learning (After school clubs) will be sent 
home this week. Please ensure slips are returned to school before the deadline. 

School Lunches 
 

Reminder, all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are 
now offered free school meals. Although children are offered 
a free school meal, if you are claiming certain benefits, you 

should continue to inform the school office of your eligibility for free 
school meals to ensure necessary school funding and further benefits for 

you and your child. Thank you. 
 

School meals for Nursery, Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 cost £1.95 a child per day. Children should 
hand payment for school lunches in to the lunch money box in their classrooms on a Monday            
morning. This must be in an envelope/purse clearly marked/labelled with your child’s name, 
class and ‘Lunch Money’.   
 
If you think you may qualify for free school meals, evidence will need to be shown to Mrs 
Horner in the office. You are eligible if you receive Child Tax credit, Income 
Tax Credit, Income Support or Income Based Job seekers Allowance. Please 
bring the necessary proof/ information in to the school office as soon as        
possible.  



MacMillan Coffee Afternoon  
Friday 25th September 2015 2pm - 4pm 

 
We would like to invite you, your families and friends to attend a 
Macmillan coffee afternoon, to be held in the school hall on Friday 25th 
September 2pm-4pm. 
This is a charity that is close to Peases West Primary School community, 
and we would like to join in this national event to show our support. With 
so many of our families and friends being affected by cancer we feel that 
we could play a part in raising money and awareness whilst opening the 
school to the wider community for a fun morning of tasty treats. 
In order to make this event a success, we would really appreciate any 
offers of cakes, buns and biscuits that we could sell throughout the 
morning.  
If you feel you are able to bring in cakes etc, please bring them to Mrs 
Lauder on Thursday 25th September. If we are overwhelmed with cakes, 
we will sell them off at the end of the school day on Friday 25th 
September. 
Please feel free to invite family and friends to come and share in this 
event and support us in raising money for this deserving charity.  
 
Many thanks for your continued support 
We look forward to seeing you on the 25th! 
 
Diane Lauder                                   
 Learning Mentor/Family Liaison  



Curriculum update Autumn Term 2015 
 

As part of our ongoing commitment to maximise your child's 
learning at Peases West, all children from Reception to Year 6 
will be involved in the ‘Read, Write Inc.’ programme from 

September 2015 with the aim to ensure every child's learning and progress in 
Reading is swift, and most importantly enjoyable.  
 
Read, Write Inc. is a proven Reading and Spelling programme that has been 
carefully written, extensively trialled and tested throughout the country with 
excellent results and feedback. We are delighted that we have the opportunity to 
run the programme at Peases West and look forward to sharing your child's 
learning journey with you throughout the year. 
 
Each morning children who are working towards recognising all sounds and decode 
words will access a Read, Write Inc. group led by a trained member of staff. 
Children whose reading is either fluent or working towards being fluent will 
access one of the Read, Write Inc. spelling groups led by a trained member of 
staff. 
  
A crucial part of the programme's success relies on children completing Reading 
and Spelling learning at home. We value your support with your child reading their 
school book or Reading sheet every night and complete and return their Spelling 
homework each week. As part of the new programme your child's spelling 
attainment will be closely tracked but there will be no 'formal' weekly test. 
Instead, assessment will be daily and ongoing with the aim of identifying and 
rectifying spelling problems as they occur. 
 
If you would like any further information there will be an opportunity to browse 
through the resources and chat with a member of the English Leadership Team 
about the programme in more detail at our Macmillan coffee afternoon.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support, 
 
Melissa Morton 
Catherine Hall 
English Leadership Team   
  



Water Bottles 
 
We encourage children to 
drink water and to bring  
water bottles to and from 
school. Please ensure these 
are clearly labelled with 
your child’s name. Thank 
you. 

Breakfast club 
 
Mrs Sully, Miss Hutchinson and Mrs Hepple continue to run Breakfast club from 8:00 a.m. 
with breakfast being available from 8.15am until 8:45a.m. There is a cost of £1 per day for 
both breakfast and  supervision. Payment can be handed to Breakfast club staff on the day 
or paid in  advance to Mrs Horner in the school office. There are supervised activities for 
Breakfast Club children in school. Alternatively, with your permission, children in Years 3, 
4, 5 and 6 may go outside to play. (Consent forms are available from Mrs Horner). Please 
note: there will not be adult supervision on the yard until 8.50am.If children are not 
attending breakfast club, they should aim to arrive at school between 8.50am 8.55am. 

Contact details 
If your telephone number or 
contact details have changed, 
please inform Mrs Horner in 

the office. Thank you. 

School Crossing Patrol 
We are encouraging children and families to make use of the school             

crossing patrol, particularly older children who make their own way home. We 
advise children who make their own way home to leave school by the ‘Stanley 

Way’ gate and make their way to the road to make use of the crossing. 

 

Reporting Absence 
 

Please inform the school office if your child is absent. 
Whenever possible, advance notice should be given to 
the class teacher or school office, concerning medical 

and dental appointments, giving details of the            
arrangements for collection. Government legislation 

means that we have to report all unauthorised              
absences. Absences for which we have not received  
notification are unauthorised. If we do not receive a 
call from you by 9.30am, school will contact home . 

Donations of spare underwear, socks, 
trousers, tights etc are always 

gratefully received - particularly in 
Nursery and Reception ! These can 
be handed to any member of staff. 

Thank you! 

School uniform 
 

School uniform can be ordered online at 
www.stparent.co.uk.  

Orders are collated, so please order by 3rd of the 
month for same month delivery.  

 



Health and Safety 
 

Could we remind Parents/Carers/family members that we ask you not to drive cars along, or 
park on the lane which runs in front of the school. It is a very narrow road and we know you will 
agree that the safety of our children and families is more important than any inconvenience to 
drivers. We also ask that cars do not park on the yellow zig zag safety markings at the end of 
the lane. Parking tickets are issued regularly in this area. 
 
Also, could we remind children and parents that there is no supervision on the school yard      
before 8.50am. We would also appreciate it if all children come straight on to the school yard, 
and not congregate around the ‘Stanley Way’ gate as it can be difficult for people to get in and 
out.  
 
Children who are coming to school on bikes and scooters are advised to wear helmets. Bikes and 
scooters can be left at the top of the school drive and Mr Mason ensures they are stored           
safely in the shed throughout the day. 
 

Learning Journals 
 

Children from Year 1 to Year 6 will be bringing home their ‘Learning Journals’ next week. They 
are a fantastic opportunity for home and school to recognise and celebrate your child’s skills, 

talents, interests and achievements. Reception children will be introduced to Learning Journals 
in Spring Term. Thank you for your ongoing support with Learning Journals. 

2016 Residential Visit to Ford Castle, Northumberland (13th - 15th June 2016) 
Meeting in school - Tuesday 22nd September at 5.30pm 

 
A meeting will be held in school for children and parents of 

Years 4, 5 and 6 children who are interested in attending next 
year’s residential visit to Ford Castle in Northumberland. The 
meeting will be held on Tuesday 22nd September at 5.30pm in 

school.  
Further information about Ford Castle can be found on the following website: 
www.ford-castle.co.uk 

BUG BUSTING! 
 

So far so good! We have not had any sightings or reports of head lice 
in school this term. Help to keep this up by checking your child’s hair 
regularly. Our first bug busting day where we aim to synchronise bug 

busting in the school community is Friday 18th September.   



 
Term time leave/holidays 

 
As you will be aware, the Department for Education revised                   
statutory legislation from September 2013. Previous regulations         
allowed Head Teachers to grant a leave of absence for the purposes 
of a family holiday during term time in ‘special circumstances’ of up 
to 10 school days per year. Head Teachers could also grant extended 
leave for more than 10 school days in exceptional circumstances. 
 
From September 2013 amendments to the 2006 regulations                 
completely removed any references to family holidays and extended 
leave, as well as the 10 day threshold. The amendments make it clear 
that Head Teachers should not grant any leave of absence during 
term-time unless there are exceptional circumstances. In such            
cases, a request should be put in writing to the Head Teacher, who 
will determine the number of school days that a child can be away 
from school. 
 
This means that we are not be able to grant holiday requests during 
term time and holidays taken during term time will be recorded as 
unauthorised absences. We have sought clarification on what            
constitutes ‘exceptional circumstances’  and this does not include    
instances where work place holiday availability / rotas, etc. dictate 
that holiday dates are tied to certain weeks of the year which may 
unfortunately coincide with term time dates when children would be 
in school.  
 
These new amendments and regulations are prescribed at a national 
level and apply to all schools .  
 
Thank you for your anticipated understanding with this matter. 
 



 

 
 

 

Praise, Positives & Progress 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Things to develop 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
Suggestions for improvement 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Thank you. 
Name: ………………………………………………………………….. (optional) Date:………………………………………….. 

 
We value and welcome your comments on all aspects of school life. These can be 
shared by completing and returning the slip below. Thank you! 

 

Please find attached to the Newsletter 
a ‘Yearly Planner’ which details key 

events which will take place throughout 
the school year. We are still awaiting 

confirmation on some key dates. 
Additional dates will be sent home via 
the newsletter/text message, and  can 

be added to your planner once  
information is available.  


