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Thank you so much for your support in helping school 

raise £215 for Children in Need! We managed to 
completely cover Pudsey Bear in loose change, and  

enjoyed our non uniform day! 
 

Parents meetings 
 

Parents meetings were extremely well attended! We hope you found them useful. Thank you 
for your ongoing support. We value your feedback on Parents meetings - this can be shared 
with us by using the ‘Have your Say’ section of the newsletter. This can be handed in with 

your child, or posted in the ‘rainbow’ box in the main entrance. 

Electricity Supply  
 

As you may be aware, due to replacement of decaying poles in the local area, the electricity 
supply will be switched off on Tuesday 26th November. Please note: School will be             

unaffected and remain open as Northern Powergrid have provided us with a generator on this 
day.  



Peases West Primary School PTA Page 

PTA Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
 

This will be held in school on  
Friday 6th December at 10am. We hope to see some new faces 

to help support our fundraising! 

Christmas Fair   
Friday 29th November 

 2pm - 4.30pm 
 
 

Preparations are already underway for our Christmas Fair! There will be many  
favourites such as a tombola, cake stall, prize hamper, and a range of stall holders 

selling goods.  
 

As always, we need to ask for donations to make this event a success. All  
donations, large or small, are greatly appreciated. 

 
ANY OF THESE ITEMS HELP: 

TOMBOLA- gifts, toiletries, Christmas items, jewellery, toys ( clean and  
unbroken), candles, dvds, confectionary, ornaments, soft toys  etc. 

BOTTLE TOMBOLA- bottles of any shape and size- unopened/unused, with seals 
intact and within expiry dates- suggestions include : pop, cordial,  wine, beer, 
champagne, spirits, perfume/aftershave, shampoo, shower gel, bubble bath,  

hand lotion, nail polish, ,bubble mix, oils, ketchup, honey, sauces,  etc. This is a 
hugely popular stall - please support it as much as you can… 

CAKES  - cakes, buns, biscuits, scones, pies  etc. We often struggle for  
donations for this stall, but it is very popular on the day.  Shop- bought items 

are absolutely fine too. 
CAKES ETC. TO BE HANDED IN ON THURSDAY 28th NOV, or FRIDAY (am) 

29th NOV.  
 

We welcome all donations - these can be handed in to school or placed in the box in 
the entrance. Thank you! 



 

Childline Schools Service 

The ChildLine Schools Service has recently visited all children in Years 
5 & 6 to provide them with key messages about keeping safe.  It can 
be beneficial for these messages to be reinforced at home. The 
NSPCC has developed some guides for all parents of primary school 

aged children  to speak to your child about keeping safe – called the ‘Underwear rule’. 

You can find guides to the Underwear Rule to help you have simple conversations about keeping 
safe from abuse at www.nspcc.org.uk/underwear. 

You can speak to an advisor for further advice or request a hard-copy guide for parents and  

carers by phoning the NSPCC Helpline on 0808 800 5000. You can also visit www.nspcc.org.uk/
parents for other advice on keeping your child safe. 

Thank you to staff from Childline for delivering the workshops, and to children for their  

sensible and mature attitudes. 

Christmas Toys 
 
We continue to support Butterwick Hospice by selling Christmas toys in school. 
These are available at breaktimes and are sold by the School Council at a cost 
of £1.50 each. Please send money in a labelled, sealed envelope as some  
children have lost loose coins. 

PCSO Neil Stonehouse, Community Cohesion Officer, visited school on Monday to deliver an 
anti-bullying assembly. He was extremely impressed by the children’s responses, and their 

awareness of the different forms of bullying behaviour. Well done everyone! 

 
We were delighted to have been successful in our bid for £10000 
from UK Coal! The funds will be used to further develop our Early 

Years Outdoor area, through the addition of a natural climbing  
structure to stimulate, develop and encourage communication,  

language, speaking and listening, personal, social and emotional skills, 
as well as enhance physical development. We hope work to start as 

soon as possible, and hope for minimal disruption to the outdoor area/
entrance to school. Thank you for your patience in advance.  



St Catherine’s Church, Crook 
  

St Catherine’s Church would like to invite you to join them for 
their family services in December. 
Friday 13th December at 4pm - Nativity Service 
Tuesday 24th December at 4pm - Christingle Service 
 
All are welcome! It would be lovely to see you there! 

 
Coffee Morning Wednesday 6th December at 9am 

Typhoon Haiyan Appeal 
 
Following discussion in  Rights Respecting ‘Family Time’ in school,  the School Council have  
decided that they would like to donate all profits from our coffee morning to the Typhoon 
Haiyan Appeal. Our school meals provider, Taylor Shaw, have kindly donated ingredients to 
bake cakes and biscuits for the coffee morning, and we hope to see you there! 

Attendance 
 

We have seen an improvement in our attendance figures this term, with three classes  
reaching the ‘finish’ line on our attendance drive already! Thank you for your support.  

Good attendance makes a difference to children’s learning and progress. 

After School Clubs 
 

Some after school clubs are oversubscribed and have a waiting list. We feel that it is only 
fair that if your child is on the club register and does not attend for two weeks without the 

club leader being informed of the reason, their place will be offered to someone else.  
 

Please note: There will be no after school clubs week beginning 16th December. 
 

Learning Journals 
 

The deadline for handing in Autumn Term’s Learning Journal activities is 
the 13th December. Thank you. 



 
At the Car Wash! 

 

Some of our Year 1 children used their interest and enthusiasm for cars and car washing  
recently to extend their learning. They have been looking at numbers, letters and patterns 
on car number plates, reading makes and models, comparing sizes of cars and exploring the 
different parts of cars. The children noticed that Mrs Johnson’s car was quite dirty, so we 

visited ‘Soapycar’ in Tindale, Bishop Auckland where Dave Dinsdale and staff showed the 
children how to wash cars and the different materials and equipment they used. All children 
had a go at using the equipment and Mrs Johnson's car looked sparkling clean! Children even 
got to meet ‘Mr Soapy’ himself who gave them a ‘goody bag’. We then talked about setting up 

our own ‘car wash’ in school and listed the things we  would need, visiting local shops to  
purchase the items, making sure we had enough money! Back in school, children made a plan 
and produced a set of instructions on how to wash a car. They got to work on staff cars as 

part of their enterprise - with Corey deciding that £20 per car wash was a reasonable price! 
Great team work Year 1! 

 
  



Tree Planting 
 

Thank you to Mrs Knotts who organised a tree planting morning recently having  
received free packs of trees from the Woodland Trust. Mrs Knotts applied for the tree pack 

to further enhance our Forest School Woodland area.  
 

Children from across school helped to plant the trees along with Mr Mason and  
community governor, Peter Shepherd. Thank you everyone! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scholastic book fair will be in school from Monday 25th to Thursday 
28th November. The Fair will be in the school hall and will be open during 

the following times: 
 

8.45am - 9.00am and 3.00pm  - 3.30pm 
 



 
 

 

Praise, Positives & Progress 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Things to develop 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
Suggestions for improvement 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
Thank you. 
Name: ………………………………………………………………….. (optional) Date:………………………………………….. 

 
We value and welcome your comments on all aspects of school life. These can be 
shared by completing and returning the slip below. Thank you! 

Autumn term dates for  your diary: 
Week beginning 25th November: Scholastic book fair 
Wednesday 27th November: Class 1 (Miss Hall) parent assembly (2.45pm) 
Friday 29th November: PTA Christmas Fair  
Monday 2nd December: KS1 (Years 1 and 2) Multi skills festival 
Wednesday 4th December: Christmas lunch 
Friday December 6th: Coffee Morning/PTA AGM 10am 
Wednesday 11th December: Nursery assembly for parents  
Monday 16th December: Christmas Performance - Nursery/Class 1  - 1.30pm 
Monday 16th December: Christmas Performance - Class 2 - 2.15pm 
Tuesday 17th December: Christmas Performance - Nursery/Class 1  - 10am 
Tuesday 17th December: Christmas Performance -Class 2 - 10.45am 
Tuesday 17th December: Christmas Performance - Class 3 and 4 performance 
1.30pm  
Tuesday 17th December: Christmas Performance - Class 3 and 4 performance 6pm 
Wednesday 18th December: West Lodge Christmas crafts visit 
Thursday 19th December: Christmas parties - ALL PARTIES WILL BE HELD ON 
THIS DATE, AND NOT ON WEDNESDAY 18TH AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED. 
 

SCHOOL CLOSES FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS ON  
FRIDAY 20th DECEMBER 2013 

WE REOPEN ON MONDAY 6TH JANUARY 2014  
 
 



As part of our PE provision,  children will take part in a range of competitive sporting 
opportunities throughout the school year. This is following a  national sporting  
programme set out by the government to ensure children access competition in sport. 
At primary school age this consists of 3 levels: 
 

Level 1 Intra School Competition 
This is competition within school. As we are a small school  we compete in our family 
teams and year groups where possible e.g. Past events include Pancake Mash, Silly 
Olympics, Sports Day. Our aim is to have one of these events every term. 

Level 2 Inter School Competition 
This is competition against other schools. We are part of a cluster of six local, similar 
sized schools so we compete on a 'level' playing field. This term we have taken part in 
Early Years festival, and Key Stage 1 Multi skills festival, Key Stage 2 Tag Rugby. 
Throughout County Durham there are a number of cluster competitions in different  
areas.  

Level 3 County Level 
If our school team  wins the cluster competition at Level 2 they will progress to our 
County Durham finals. This is where all the schools from different clusters who have 
won at Level 2 compete against each other. The winning teams of these events enjoy 
the glory of being the best at their event in County Durham!!!  
 

Level 4 National 
This is for more able and talented children of Secondary School Age to  
compete at the highest level against children of a similar level from across the country. 
 
 
This term we would like to carry out a Level 1 Intra School Competition called 'Santa 
Run'. The children will compete in their family teams and will complete a course around 
the school grounds. The team who complete the most laps in the given time will be our 
Level 1 winners for the Autumn Term. 
 
This will take part on the last day of term, Friday 20th December. Children will need to 
be dressed for the weather e.g. tracksuits, wellies, coats, gloves and are welcome to 
bring a Santa hat/suit to wear to get into the spirit of the event! (We have spare hats 
for children to use if they have not got their own). 
If you have any queries , please do not hesitate to ask. 
 
Thank you again for your ongoing support, 
 
Melissa Morton 
Assistant Headteacher 


