
 

English - Week beginning: 07.09.20             Class Text: Here we are. 

Teacher: Mr Atkinson    Class 3 

 

 Learning 

objective 

 Activity 

Mon 

(1) 

Watch and 

comprehend 

a film. 

 1. Go to the following link and watch the video entitled ‘Here we are’. 

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2M3Q4-zCTHc 

3. Watch the introductory video from Oliver Jeffers about this work and share this with your child to introduce the work 

and the author of the text: https://clpe.org.uk/clpewordsfortheworld  

4. Discuss the short film.  What were your favourite parts? Did you find it interesting? What do you look forward to 

learning more about regarding the book and its theme. 

5. Create a Journal to record your thoughts and feelings using a large piece of white paper folded in half. 

READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

Tue 

(2) 

Discuss 

thoughts and 

feelings. 

 1. Write the words, ‘HERE WE ARE,’ on the board and invite the children to reflect on how it feels to be here right now. 

What about ‘here’ feels the same and what feels different? 

2. How do we feel about being back at school?   

3. How do we feel about not spending as much time at home? 

4. How do we feel about being back amongst our friends and school community? 

5. What have we missed? 

6. Do we have any questions or thoughts about being back? 

7. Do we have any hopes about how things will be?  

8. Note their thoughts and reflections in the class journal.  

9. Introduce class worry box – a place where worries can be put in and discussed, anonymously. 

10. Write any worries and add them to the box – share a worry of yours. 

READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

Wed 

(3) 

Read and 

plan a poem 

 (S1). 

 1. Share the opening endpaper of the book with the children and invite them to share their initial responses. 

2. What do they notice? 

3. What parts of the illustration are their eyes drawn to? 

4. How does the scene make them feel? 

5. Does it remind them of anything they have seen or experienced before? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2M3Q4-zCTHc
https://clpe.org.uk/clpewordsfortheworld
https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk
https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk


6. What might it feel like to be on the boat in the scene? 

7. Stick a copy of the illustration on a page in the class journal and note their responses on and around the illustration.  

8. Share Ruth Awolola’s reading of ‘A Love Letter to the Stars’, from the collection Rising Stars (Otter-Barry Books): 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/awolola-ruth  

9. Play the reading again and this time invite the children to discuss their initial impressions, sharing things they liked 

about the poem and discussing things they may not have liked and why. Were there any particular words or phrases 

that stood out for them and why? 

READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

Thu 

(4) 

Write a 

poem.  

 1. Using Google Earth (https://www.google.co.uk/earth/) take the class on a journey from space to your school and 

possibly other locations or landmarks of interest to the children. Give them the opportunity to reflect on how large the 

universe is and how special it is that we are all part of this wondrous space.  

2. Invite the children to think about their favourite place to be or somewhere they like to imagine being.  

3. Take time to discuss the place they are recalling or imagining and encourage them to think about details such as: Is it a 

warm or cool place? What colours do you associate with this place?  Is the place in a building or outside? What items 

and objects tell us this? Is it bright or dimly lit?  Are there distinctive smells that you associate with this space? Are 

the smells warm and inviting or are they intense and invigorating?  What feelings does this place evoke? Does it feel 

like a hug or a high five?  Is the energy of the place one of wonder and awe in the way Ruth Awolola describes her 

feelings in her poem or does your place have a different energy? Is it very busy or is it quite still?  Who is in the place? 

Is it just you or are there others present? How do you feel about the individuals and beings in the place?  What are 

they doing?  

4.  Encourage children to draw the place they are thinking of, ensuring that they include as much detail as possible.  

5.  Using the drawing, discussions and reflections, invite the children to write their own poem titled ‘Here We Are’, 

inspired by their favourite place. Children can choose to write their poem either in the poetic form of a narrative poem 

or a list poem.  

6. For guidance on and further examples of these particular poetic forms visit the Poetryline part of our website at: 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poetic-forms-and-devices  

READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

Fri 

(5) 

Proof-read 

and edit a 

poem. 

 1. Once the children have had time to draft, edit and refine their poem, give them the time to type up their final pieces. 

Print each poem onto sheet of gold card cut in the shape of a circle.  

2. Back a communal display board with dark blue backing paper and recreate the image of Earth featured on the front 

cover of the book in the style of Oliver Jeffers. Title the display, ‘Here we are’ and place the gold discs featuring 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poets/awolola-ruth
https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk
https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poetic-forms-and-devices
https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk


children’s poems around the globe to create the impression that the discs are extensions of the dots of life on Earth 

and are magnifying all the special moments. 

READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 
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