
English - Week beginning: 28.09.20             Class Text: 'Here we are’ by Oliver Jeffers 

Teacher: Mr Atkinson    Class 3 

 

 Learning 

objective 

 Activity 

Mon 

(1) 

Consider what 

make each of 

us special and 

unique 

(S7) 

 1. Share the next spread of the text and read aloud up to 'but don’t be fooled, we are people’.  

2. Take a moment to pore over the illustration and invite your child to reflect on what they notice. Are there people in the 

spread that they have things in common with? Are there people that might be different from them? Do any of the 

people featured remind them of someone they know? If they could ask any of the people anything, what might they ask?  

3. Encourage your child to think about the things that make them special and unique.  

4. Invite everyone to stand up and ask them to consider what pose they would strike if Oliver Jeffers, the author and 

illustrator of the book, was drawing them. Would it be a relaxed, casual, informal pose or an energetic, purposeful pose 

or would they do a pose that represents something they enjoy doing? They might want to try a few out before they 

settle on one they like.  

5. Provide children with an A5 sheet of white card and access to quality colouring pencils and invite them to draw 

themselves in their favourite outfit in a pose that they feel best conveys the essence of themselves.  

6. Colour photocopy the spread in the book and cut out each of the figures to add to it. 

READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

Tue 

(2) 

Devise a social 

contract 

 (S7) 

 1. Invite your child to share what they understand by the term racist. Share the Blue Peter video: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/bp-advice-for-helping-to-stop-racisim  (duration: 2.05 minutes) that discusses 

the reasons behind the Black Lives Matter protests and movement.  

2. Invite your child to reflect on how the information in the video either clarified, refined or corroborated their view. 

Does the video raise any thoughts, questions or feelings?  

3. In the spirit of the message of the video, ask your child to consider what kind of social contract needs to be in place 

to ensure that people co-exist harmoniously. 

4. Encourage your child to imagine that they are legislators, invite them to draft their own social contracts, detailing the 

rights and responsibilities that they think we should all adhere to.  

5. Once they have had the opportunity to draft their own, invite your child to review their notes and pick out the most 

important point in their document to share.  

6. Collate these and deliberate about how similar or different these points might be. Work as a class (with your child) to 

distil these contributions into one set of core rights and responsibilities that will form the basis of your social 

contract as a class and principles that you share beyond the class. 

https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/bp-advice-for-helping-to-stop-racisim


READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

We

d 

(3) 

Make sense of 

recent events 

and write a 

note of advice 

(S8) 

 1. Read on up to: Be patient, you’ll learn how to use words soon enough.  

2. Allow time for your child to reflect on the different things that might be occupying the child’s mind as detailed in the 

illustration and how challenging it can be to make sense of the world around us.  

3. Provide your child with a sheet of blue sugar paper in the shape of a semi-circle. Invite them to use pastels to draw 

the different things that play on their mind. They might be things that they are: curious about; excited about; 

confused about; fond of; inspired by; interested to learn more about; scared of; worried about; looking forward to.  

4. Invite your child to pick one thought that they feel comfortable sharing with the group. Give your child time to share 

their thoughts and feelings, giving space to recognise and acknowledge these feelings and also offering up suggestions 

about how we have processed different feelings like these when we have experienced them.  

5. Invite your child to write notes of advice and encouragement for themselves and one another on pieces of white card 

cut into the shape of clouds. 

READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

Thu 

(4) 

Write 

expanded noun 

phrases (S9) 

 1. Read on to: Please? 

2. Invite your child to reflect on the time of day they enjoy the most and why? What do they like to do during this 

time? Who do they like to spend it with? How does it make them feel?  

3. Read on to: Things can sometimes move slowly here on Earth.  

4. Invite your child to reflect on the details they observe in the illustration. What do they notice? How does it make 

them feel? Which particular details convey the slow and relaxed pace alluded to in the text? How does the illustrator 

use colour to evoke a sense of calm? How do the layers of movement in the illustration contribute to this sense of 

calm?  

5. How does the illustrator create a sense of movement, buzz, vibrancy and energy in the illustration depicting the city 

at night? How do these observations contrast with responses to the previous illustration?  

6. Note the observations relating to the day on the sheet titled ‘day,’ and those relating to night on the page in the 

journal titled ‘night.’  

7. Invite your child to broaden their description of what they noticed by using expanded noun phrases. 

8. What adjectives would they use to describe these details? 

9. What adverbs would they use to describe the movement and pace? 

READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk
https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk
https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk


Fri 

(5) 

Research 

interesting 

inventors  

(S10) 

 1. Read up to: Though we have come a long way, we haven’t quite worked everything out, so there is plenty left for you to 

do. You can choose to give children the space and time to research interesting inventors, leaders, artists, innovators 

and activists through history. 

2. Give your child the opportunity to choose an individual they are inspired by and invite them to paint that person. 

Frame their paintings and ask them to draft a profile that will be typed up and displayed as a caption along with their 

artwork as is the practice in art galleries. 

3. Find a partner, paint a portrait of your partner. 

4. Ask your child to write a profile caption about themselves that details what they hope to have achieved in the future. 

Invite them to consider the things that they aspire to have contributed to the world in the future. And use this as 

the basis of their caption.  

5. Frame and display these paintings and captions alongside the famous profiles as part of the ‘gallery of greatness.’  

6. Read on to: There is enough for everyone. Invite your child to reflect on the ways in which, during lockdown, at times 

people’s fears had a detrimental effect on others and how at other times our kindness as people shone through. 

7. Reflect on how we might build on this and continue to carry out acts of kindness.  

8. Read on to the end of the book. Invite your child to contemplate: What have they learnt about themselves, those 

around them and their world during this period? Has the experience changed them and their view of the world in any 

way? What do they appreciate about their lives and the wider world? What hopes do they have for the future? What 

advice would they give to others about being a part of the world? 

9.  Look at Oliver Jeffers’ own note for living on planet Earth, which he specially produced to support this unit of work 

at: https://clpe.org.uk/clpewordsfortheworld   

10. Talk about this together, what he has chosen to write and how and why he might have done this.  

11. Give your child the opportunity to write and illustrate their own note to planet Earth. Write and draw alongside the 

children to produce your own note to share and contribute to the class collection. 

READING: 20-30mins reading. Remember you can access the Oxford Reading Buddy website to read and take a quiz on 

books at… https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk 

 

https://clpe.org.uk/clpewordsfortheworld
https://www.oxfordreadingbuddy.com/uk

