
 

 

English: Week beginning: 12.10.20                   Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick 
Teacher: Mrs Scott    Class 4 
 

 We are 
learning to: 

 Activity 

Mo
n 

(1) 

Talk and 
respond to 
poetry. 
 
 

 1. Read the poem, ‘I Asked the River’ by Valerie Bloom https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poems/i-asked-river Discuss. 
2. Provide your child with the ‘Tell me’ grid and discuss. 
3. Share thoughts and discuss what the poem explored and how.  
4. Listen to Valerie Bloom explain why she wrote the poem. 

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes. 
 

Tue 
(2) 

Use modal 
verbs. 
 

 1. Discuss the meaning of what a verb is. Then write a sentence for your child, which contains a modal verb. Ask 
your child to identify the verbs. Now ask your child to identify the modal verb. Inform your child that a modal 
verb is an auxiliary verb that expresses necessity or possibility. English modal verbs include must, shall, will, 
should, would, can, could, may, and might. 

2. Work through the PowerPoint and discuss.  
3. Ask your child to write some sentences about a character in Floodland which include a modal verb.  

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

 

We
d 

(3) 

Debate and 
put forward 
arguments for 
and against an 
idea. 
 
 
 

 1. Read aloud the opening of chapter nine stopping at ‘into his secret world’ (follow link if working at 
home): https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland/). 

2. Discuss the likes/dislikes etc. Ask your child to consider what could be in Munchkin’s secret hiding place. What 
would he want to keep a secret and how might it help Zoe?  

3. Read on to the end of the chapter. Discuss and then pose the question, Should Zoe try to get off the island 
alone or risk going with Dooby? 

4. Provide your child with a sheet of paper and post-it notes. Draw two columns: reasons for and against. Ask 
your child to place their ideas in their chosen columns. 

5. Discuss and then inform your child that they are going to do a conscience alley. Choose a family member to be 
Zoe.  

6. Carry out the conscience ally. Do it a few times, changing family members for the role of Zoe. Reflect on the 
activity. 

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

 

Thu 
(4) 

Use a story 
map to plot a 

 1. Read chapters 10 & 11. Discuss what you know so far and what predictions you have made as to how the story 
may go. (follow link if working at home): https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland/). 

https://clpe.org.uk/poetryline/poems/i-asked-river
https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland/
https://marcussedgwick.com/floodland/


character’s 
journey. 
 

2. What will happen next? Will Zoe get off the island? Will she survive the attack? 
3. Consider the journey Zoe has been on since the start of the novel and together track, lot and highlight 

significant events.  
4. Allow opportunity for your child to annotate their story map with emotions and adjectives. 
5. Ask your child to complete their story map. 

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

 

Fri 
(5) 

Identify 
features of a 
diary entry. 

 1. Open the web page to listen to a diary entry about Grace Darling 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmmj7nb 

2. A diary entry is a form of recount in which the writer explains what has happened to them. 
3. Read the example of a diary written by a young pirate. Then answer the following questions. 
 

You can either write out your answers or just think about them. 
 

 How does the diary entry start? 
 Is it written in the past tense? 
 What feelings or emotions does the writer experience? 
 How is the writing organised? 

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes  

 
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmmj7nb

