
 
‘Christmas Unwrapped’ 

  

Alien 1 and Alien 2 wander around – observing people busily preparing for 
Christmas. (Shoppers with shopping bags, dressed in coats/scarves, wishing 
each other Happy Christmas – ‘social distancing’ to reflect current 
government guidelines). The ‘shoppers’ talk to one another as the aliens look 
on: 

 

Speaker 1: I just can’t wait! 

Speaker 2: Only one more day now! 

Speaker 3: I hope I’ve remembered everything! 

Speaker 4: I hope I get… 

 

One child stops, notices the aliens and approaches them. They stare at one 
another. The rest of the ‘shoppers’ sit. 

 

Child: (puzzled) Er… Hello? 

Aliens: (Alien language to each other – programme chests to speak English). 
Hello! (Make an alien ‘signal’). 

Child: My name is……… You are…? 

Alien 1 (Zilly): I am Zilly. 

Alien 2(Zod): I am Zod. 

Alien 1 (Zilly): We come from the planet Zoopiter. We come in peace. We 
have been to many planets but we have not visited Earth before. It seems a 
very strange place. YOU are the only one to have recognised us. It is most 
unusual!  

Alien 2 (Zod): (Gesturing towards the shoppers). Tell us, what is wrong with 
these people? Are we invisible to them? All of those bags and parcels, what 
are they? Where are these people going and why are they so excited? 

Child: Well, it’s Christmas of course! 

(Aliens look confused).  



Child: Every year in December we celebrate the birthday of someone very 
special, Jesus Christ. That is why we call this time of year 'Christmas'. 
Christmas is a truly magical season, bringing families and friends together, in 
whatever way we can.  

During the weeks running up to Christmas Day, we send cards and buy 
presents for others (holds up bags). We also prepare and decorate our homes 
with trees, decorations and lights.  

 

Aliens look confused.  

 

Alien 1 (Zilly): But WHY? Who is this ‘Jesus’? 

Child: Come with me. 

 

Child: Look over there. (Point towards Nativity scene) 

 

Characters: Angel; sleeping children; angels; Mary; Joseph; Donkey; 

Innkeeper; Angel Gabriel; shepherds; wise men 

 
Narrator 1: 
A little Christmas angel landed softly on the ground. 
She tiptoed to the window without a single sound.  
(Christmas Angel acts out description) 
 

Narrator 2: 
She saw a lovely Christmas tree with sparkling lights aglow 
And pretty ribboned parcels, all neatly stacked below. 

 

Narrator 3: 
She knew it was a special time for little girls and boys  
When they just think of presents and stockings full of many toys.  
(points to Christmas tree) 

 

Angel:  ‘I wish that they would realize as they lie asleep in bed,’  
‘That a baby boy was born this day, and think of him instead.’ 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/Xmas/day.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/Xmas/cards.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/Xmas/decorations.html


 

Narrator 4: 
She crept into the bedroom where the little children lay  
Dreaming about Santa, arriving on his sleigh.  

 

Narrator 5: 
She gently touched their foreheads and whispered in their ears:  
Angel: ‘Come, fly with me to Bethlehem, back two thousand years.’ 

(The angel beckons them to follow her. The children get out of bed, carrying 
their bedtime toys, and exit.) 

  



 

(The crib is positioned centre stage. Enter angels, followed by Mary, Joseph 
and Donkey0. 

 

Narrator 1: 
They came across a traveling pair, who had a donkey in their care: 
Mary was to be the one, to later have God’s true son 

 

Narrator 2: 
This was told to her by Angel Gabriel from the sky. (Angel Gabriel appears 
and joins other angels). 
The couple travelled miles and miles to find somewhere to have their child. 
 
Narrator 8: 
The couple found a nearby inn, where there was no room, 
The keeper took her to his stable where she stayed below the moon. 

 

Narrator 9: 
The children went into the stable where a little baby lay, 
Tightly wrapped in swaddling clothes and sleeping on the hay.  

 

(Enter the Christmas angel followed by the children). 

 

Narrator 10: 
His mother Mary watching him and Joseph standing by.  
With angels singing lullabies, as the star shone in the sky.  

 
Song: Away in a manger 

 

Narrator: 
Some shepherds came with a gift to give. 
To ensure the little baby lived. 
 
Narrator: 
Wise men followed the star to him. 
With precious presents for the baby king.  



 (The shepherds and wise men bow in front of the crib and present their gifts. 
The children then bow before the crib and leave their bedtime toys for baby 
Jesus). 

 

Narrator:  
The children, back in bed, just thought they’d had a dream, 
But felt a little different from how they once had been. 

 

Narrator: 
Now they knew the reason why we all keep Christmas Day. 
The little angel smiled and quietly flew away.  
 
 
(Aliens look at each other and nod)  
 
Alien 2 (Zod):  Ah! We see! He is a very important person indeed! We 
understand why you would celebrate his birth. I’m still rather puzzled though. 
What is going on over there? (Points towards Christingle ‘service’). 
 
Child: Those children have made Christingles. 

(Aliens look at each other confused). 

 

Aliens: Christingles? 

Child: (exasperated) Pay attention! 

 
Speaker: The Christingle service is usually held on Christmas Eve. A 
Christingle is a symbol of the Christian faith and means ‘Christ light’.  
 
Speaker: The Christingle orange represents the world.  In the beginning there 
was darkness and chaos and God brought order and created the world. We 
are all part of the world – but we are all different. Christians believe that God 
knows and loves everyone. 
  
Speaker: The red ribbon around the orange represents the blood of Jesus. 
The red ribbon reminds Christians that Jesus, God’s son, died on the cross for 
people but rose again.  
 
Speaker: The green, blue, indigo, and violet are the sweets or fruits on the 
sticks. The fruits represent the four seasons which God gave.  
 
Speaker: Spring brings new life. 



Summer brings happiness and joy. 
Autumn brings about change. 
Winter brings togetherness.  
 
Speaker: The yellow flame on the lit candle represents Jesus as the Light of the 
World. It tells people of all the goodness, which Jesus brings into the world. Our 
family and friends are the light of our lives.  
 
Speaker: In the finished Christingle all the colours of the rainbow are present. 
Together the colours of the rainbow remind people of God’s continuing love 
for them and his promise to be with them always.  
 
Speaker: When we light the candle on the Christingle we are remembering 
the light which Jesus brings into the world.  
 
Song: Little Donkey  
 
 
Alien 1 (Zilly):  I can see it’s a very special time for many people on Earth. 
(Aliens hear a bang and look towards Santa). Who’s that? That must be 
Jesus! 
 
Child: (laughs) No silly! That’s Santa Claus, or St Nicholas or Father 
Christmas. 
 
Aliens look confused.  
 
Child: (shakes head) Just watch!  
 
CLASS 3: Performance Poem 
 
‘Is Santa in my bubble this year? I really hope so.  
I went to the grotto, but it wasn’t very ‘ho ho ho’.  
 
Will Christmas even happen this year with no Jolly Santa Claus?  
Maybe he’s not part of the coronavirus laws! 
 
No gifts, no stockings, no carrots for Rudolph and the gang.  
No turkey or crackers to pull and go bang!’ 
 
 
 
‘If you’ve been good, Santa will come. 
Come Christmas morning, we’ll have lots of fun. 
 
Santa’s magic comes from our Christmas spirit within.  
Just close your eyes, believe, and it will begin. 
 
Christmas magic powers his ability to travel the world in one night,  
Flying in his sleigh pulled by reindeer – oh what a sight! 



 
As the Covid bug has spread, Santa has kept his magic in reserve,  
That’s why the grottos are different this year - magic to preserve! 
 
With extra magic to use, he’ll keep us safe on the 24th, 
Not spreading the bug, east, west, south or north. 
 
Christmas may be different this year,  
But Santa will come, bringing gifts and Christmas cheer. 
 
 
Children sighed with relief and joy, exclaiming “Santa will be here! 
Let us all create a warm, global, festive atmosphere.’ 
 
Song: When Santa got stuck up the chimney 
 
 
Aliens Zod: Very exciting! 
 
Zilly: Child’s name, we didn’t see any mention of ‘Jesus’ when we landed and 
first met you. What exactly was happening then? 
 
Child: THAT was Christmas shopping! 
 
Song: Rock around the shops  
 
(Aliens carry on dancing and singing to Rock around the shops at the end of 
the song). 
 
Alien 1 (Zilly): What fun! 
Alien 2 (Zod): Christmas is truly a wonderful time!! Zilly, we must go and 
prepare for this special day! Oh, the cards and the presents! The food and 
bright lights! Tinsel and glitter! Do you think Father Christmas will visit us 
‘Child’ ? 
 
Child: I’m pretty sure he will Zod.  
 
Alien 2 (Zod): Come on Zilly! There’s no time to waste! 
Alien 1 (Zilly): Not so fast Zod. Haven’t you forgotten something?  
Alien 2 (Zod): Er… cards, presents, food, decorations… No. I think I’ve got 
everything covered Zilly. 
 
Child/children/shoppers – to the camera:  
 

THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS by Brian K. Walters 

 
In today’s day and time,  
it's easy to lose sight,  



of the true meaning of Christmas  
and one special night.  
 
When you go shopping,  
You say "How much will it cost?"  
Then the true meaning of Christmas,  
Somehow becomes lost.  
 
Amidst the tinsel, glitter  
And ribbons of gold,  
You forget about the child,  
born on a night so cold.  
 
The children look for Santa  
In his big, red sleigh  
Never thinking of the baby  
Whose bed was made of hay.  
 
In reality when you look into the night sky,  
You don't see a sleigh  
But a star, burning bright and high.  
 
A faithful reminder,  
Of that night so long ago,  
And of the child called Jesus,  
Whose love, the world would know.  
 

   
 
Both Zilly, Zod and the child smile and nod.  
 
Alien 1 (Zilly): Thank you so much for your hospitality. We promise to spread 
the true meaning of Christmas to all the planets we visit. Have a wonderful 
Christmas, ‘Child’. 
 
(They hug one another and the Aliens disappear).  
 
Child: A present is something we all enjoy giving and receiving. It’s not the 
wrapping that counts but what’s inside that matters. Christmas un-wrapped is 
when we look beneath the trimmings and the tinsel and see what the true 
meaning of Christmas is, especially after this difficult year. Peases West 
Primary School wishes each and every one of you a safe, happy and peaceful 
Christmas. 

 
 


