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Monday 4th January 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
I’m writing to inform you that the school will be closed to most children from tomorrow,
Tuesday 5th January. This is because a number of staff members believe there is
serious and imminent danger to the health and safety of the school community due to the
increased risk of COVID-19 and have, therefore, invoked their employment right to not work
in these conditions.
The National Education Union has advised its members to return to whole class face to
face teaching once SAGE is satisfied that the R rate has decreased, scientific advice has
been produced on safety measures required to make schools more “Covid secure”, risk
assessments have been updated and any necessary further safety measures
implemented. We are working towards all children returning to school and this will be
reviewed and confirmed when we have the relevant up to date information.
The school will be open to the children of key workers and vulnerable children from
Tuesday 5th January. If you feel that your child is in one of these categories and want them
to attend, please contact the school as a matter of urgency by emailing
a.johnson101@durhamlearning.net or calling 07437606654 before 6pm today in order to
attend on Tuesday. We need to know who will be in school in order to make it safe, so
please do not send your child to school tomorrow without prior arrangement. Key worker
guidance can be found via the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educationalprovision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educationalprovision#critical-worker
Staff will continue to provide remote learning and this will mirror what children would have
done had they been in school. If you do not have access to a device in order to access the
remote learning, please contact us. If your child does not have the resources to do their
work at home, we can provide them.
We are desperately sorry that it has come to this. We are extremely worried about the
impact this will have on your child and the difficulties it may pose for your family. However,
we support the staff who feel that the safety of them, your child and all our families at home
must come first. Please be assured that this situation creates a huge increase in workload,
difficulty and stress for them. Teachers and other staff would definitely not choose to be in
this position so we thank you on their behalf for the messages of support the school has
received.
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To help in our work to fully reopen the school we appeal to you again to do all you can to
minimise the risk of transmission in the community. We hear of families who do not selfisolate appropriately when they should, do not socially distance and we even hear of
children and parents attending parties. This is so upsetting when people are making such
sacrifices and working so hard to get back to normality.
Please help us to keep our community as safe as possible.
We will endeavour to keep you informed and will be in touch when I have any further
information.
Kind regards,

Mrs. A. Johnson
Headteacher

Mrs. L George
Chair of Governors

