
 
 

English: Week beginning: 04.01.21                   War Horse by Michael Morpurgo.  
Teacher: Mrs Scott    Class 4 
 

 We are learning 
to: 

 Activity 

Mo
n 

(1) 

PD Day   

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

 

Tue 
(2) 

Respond to an 
illustration.  

 1. Without sharing the front cover of the novel or the title of the book, share with your child the illustration of the horse-
Illustration 1. 

2. Give ample time for your child to explore the illustration. First allow time for them to respond to what they can see, 
listing their responses around a large-scale copy of the illustration.  

3. This will give you a good opportunity to analyse their base vocabulary and any connections they are able to make with 
the illustration. 

4. Ask your child to reflect on what is depicted in the illustration. Why do they think the novel opens with this image? 
Where might it be? What does this suggest to us about the story that will unfold? What impression is made on them by 
this image? From whose viewpoint may this image be taken?  

5. Annotate the picture with your individual thoughts. 

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

 

We
d 

(3) 

Respond to a 
character and 
make 
inferences.  

 1. Read up to page 4 - ‘through the gates and into a pen outside’.  Alternatively listen to the first section up until 1 min, 24 
sec. https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-war-horse-michael-morpurgo-episode-1/zdv792p 

2. After listening to part of Episode 1, consider the use of the horse as the narrator of the story. Explore with your child why 
they think Michael Morpurgo has chosen to do this. Consider what this device allows the audience to experience that 
they would not if it was told from another character’s perspective. 

3. Begin a ‘role on the wall’ for the character of Joey. Role on the wall is a technique that uses a displayed outline of the 
character to record feelings (inside the outline) and outward appearances (outside the outline) at various stopping points 
across the story. 

4. Have a template of a horse cut out and pin it to a learning wall. Ask your child to write on sticky notes words or phrases 
they would use to describe the character’s feelings. These can then be stuck on the inside of the outline and what the 
children know about the characters’ outward appearance can be stuck on the outside.  

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-war-horse-michael-morpurgo-episode-1/zdv792p


 

Thu 
(4) 

Identify how the 
author’s choice 
in language 
contributes to 
meaning; and 
evaluate the 
impact on the 
reader. 

 1. Read up to page 6 of Chapter 1, There was a sound of slamming doors and raised voices. If listening to the radio version, 
listen up to 4 mins, 20 secs. https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-war-horse-michael-morpurgo-
episode-1/zdv792p 

2. Identify and consider the language used to portray the farmer in the story.  
3. Annotate the picture of the farmer with words and your interpretations of the farmer, from how he is portrayed by the 

author and the colt (Joey).  

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

 

Fri 
(5) 

Retrieve 
information 
from a text.  

 1. Read the text named The Sun.  
2. Answer the questions about the text that you have read. Remember to fully answer your questions using the PEE 

strategy. 
3. Always remember to start your answers with a capital letter and end with a full stop.  

Reading: DEAR/Reading Buddies – 20 minutes 

 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-war-horse-michael-morpurgo-episode-1/zdv792p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-war-horse-michael-morpurgo-episode-1/zdv792p

